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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Engraver’s Department, 
June 26, 1888 


Sir 


In regard to the matter of supplies for this department I would respectfully say the result 
of the operations of this department depends entirely upon the two materials steel and charcoal. 
The steel is a special steel prepared for our use consequently we have nothing to fear from that 
direction, but the charcoal I am sorry to say we are not so safely provided for. The party who is 
the only bidder you will remember proved himself incompetent to supply the quality of coal 
needed in this department, it being poor in quality and full of foreign substance it was utterly 
unfit for use, and was as likely to injure and decarbonize the steel as it was to carbonize it, and 
thus destroy our dies. 


As much depends upon the dies, as you know, the work of all the other departments and 
other Mints depends upon the quality of the die and all efforts of those departments are made 
futile if the die is not up to standard. As I know of no reason why the present bidder should 
supply us with better coal now than he did when he before had the contract, as every effort was 
then made to urge him to give the best, I would respectfully suggest, that I am supplied with the 
same quality of coal that has been used in this department for years and always proved to be the 
best and consequently cheapest. 


Very respectfully 
Chas. E. Barber 
Engraver 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox 
Superintendent 


